
 
Reader's Theatre / Performance Notes

The Long Winter  

Based on a story retold by Elaine L. Lindy
Adapted as reader's theatre by Lindsay M. Parker
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3 Ways to Use this Play Script:  

 
 

 
 

Students read aloud the play while remaining seated in the classroom.
Ask readers to skip all bracketed stage instructions.

Seat audience members on the floor before the performing area.  If your
students paint or draw a backdrop, choose an area by a wall so you can
attach the backdrop to the wall.  Otherwise, indicate an imaginary line 
marking the edge of the "stage" where students should enter and exit.

3Students perform the play in the classroom.

Students perform the play onstage.3

If you prefer a random casting method, use the casting slips on page 41.   There are 
nine speaking parts in this play.  To include more participants: 
     
  Create new non-speaking roles.  There can be as many new Animals in the 

Meeting in the opening scene as you want.  These should be forest animals
not already represented in the story.  Students can portray family units (mother 
giraffe and baby giraffe, for example).  Animals in the Meeting should act in 
character as much as possible and ad lib when appropriate ("Oh, my!"  "Did you
ever hear such a thing?")

l 

l Enlarge number of narrators.  The narrators introduce the play together.

Other ways to cast:  Assign roles by classroom seat order / Allow students to voice 
their own role preferences / Directly assign speaking parts to specific students.

Perform the play twice or three times so that every student who wants a
speaking part has a chance to perform.

l 

In this scenario, it's best if students have time to paint backdrops and
create sets, costumes and props.

Casting Suggestions
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